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Southern Rhône 2011s - an overview24 Feb 2013 by Jancis Robinson

For the rest of our Rhône 2011 collection, take a look at our guide, which has a full list of all related articles.

It's always worrying when a vigneron describes a vintage as 'average'. Vignerons rarely speak with mathematical

precision. When they say average, they don't mean roughly halfway between very good and very bad, they mean 'not

very good'. 

After tasting well over 400 reds and 100 whites in the region at the beginning of last December, I was left with the general

impression of wines that were not especially, as the French expression goes, 'easy in their skin'. Too many of them

seemed awkward, not just in the sense of being youthful and so far unsettled, but in the sense that many of them may

never show the wonderful balance of the 2010s, nor the dramatic opulence of the 2009s. That said, there were a few

2011s whose makers admitted were over 16% alcohol! And of course many between 15 and 16%. Balance seemed to be

a problem and quite a few of them had a bit of hole in the middle and/or acidities that stuck out, as though the result of

slightly clumsy acidification.
I'm sure that as the reds mature they will provide some attractive drinking pleasure, just as some of the whites do already,

especially of course from the top names. But when there are 2009s and the glorious 2010s still on the market, and the

promise of 2012 to come (small quantity but everyone was very enthusiastic about the quality), I would not recommend

major spending on the 2011s, and even lower down the ranks, I think I will be looking out for 2010 and 2009 Côtes du

Rhônes rather than making a beeline for 2011s. But 2011 was a relatively generous year in terms of quantity in the

southern Rhône (average yields in Châteauneuf were 33 hl/ha) so there will be lots of 2011 to get through the system

before we can embark on the 2012s.
Summer rainfall was unusually high: 125 mm between 10 June and 10 September in Châteauneuf, including 35 mm in

early August, when the average total for that summer period is 30 mm. But this wasn't a cool vintage. Spring was

particularly hot and dry and this was clearly going to be an early vintage. In fact some Châteauneuf producers started

picking their white wine grapes as early as the second week of August. During the growing season a full 72 days were

recorded as being above 30 °C, as opposed to just 55 in 2010. From about 10 August it was very hot, so hot that

photosynthesis stopped altogether for many Grenache vines and the phenolic ripening process was blocked even though,

thanks to all that rain and the high temperatures, acidities were plummeting. This is why some picked so early, but

ripeness was very uneven, especially on the Grenaches, where berries were all shades of pink and red even on the same

bunch. Those who grow nothing but Grenache found 2011 particularly challenging.
As Paul-Vincent Avril of Clos des Papes observed, '2011 was easy to vinify but, like 2008, it needed a lot of work in the

vineyard.' Although the high temperatures continued, there was a bit more rain on 4 September and again on 18

September, so some growers didn't finish picking until early October, making 2011 one of the longest harvest periods of

Châteauneuf.

The white wines showed noticeably less excess oak than in some earlier years, but there wasn't that much concentration

in most of them - and the odd one tasted just like Viognier (which is not allowed in Châteauneuf). But then I took Ch de

Beaucastel Vieilles Vignes 2011, the famous white Châteauneuf that is 100% Roussanne, served blind in last week's

Oxford v Cambridge tasting competition, for a particularly opulent New World Viognier… (I see when I tasted it sighted, it

reminded me of Giaconda's Roussanne grown in Beechworth, Australia.)In response to demand from one or two forum members, I made sure this time that I tasted the wines of Clos St-Jean.

This is a large domaine of many well-placed parcels and many old vines, totalling 44 ha and now run by the Maurel

brothers, who have brought in celebrated local oenologist Philippe Cambié and have regularly garnered notably high

scores from the American critics. In the UK, Clos St-Jean wines are quite widely available, but they have never so far sent

samples to my blind tastings at the Maison des Vignerons so I had to make a special appointment.
I was glad I did have the chance to see this immaculate cellar, full of very well-kept barrels but their Grenache is raised in

cement. Vincent Maurel had set out a comprehensive tasting of their one white and their many cuvées of red - except for

the Chimère made in tiny quantiities in conjunction with Manfred Krankl of California. Vincent Maurel told me about 2011,
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Lavau 2011 Gigondas 15.5 Drink 2015-2018 
Lightish ruby. Oak scented. Very sweet start and then dry, grating tannins. Not enough fruit in 
the middle.  
 
Dom La Ligière 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2014-2020 
Lively and sweet though not very concentrated. Easy peasy.  
 
Dom La Ligière 2011 Gigondas 16+ Drink 2015-2021 
85% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. 
Meaty, savoury nose with a hint of coffee. Lifted. Rather dry and hot on the finish.  
£130 per case of 12 ib H2Vin 
 
Dom de Longue Toque 2011 Gigondas 15.5 Drink 2015-2018 
Dark crimson. Floral nose. But without a real core of fruit. Bit tight on the end.  
 
Mas des Restanques 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2016-2026 
Garrigue scents and lively, well balanced. Good ambassador for the appellation. And 
considerable tannin lurks there...  
 
Dom de la Mavette 2011 Gigondas 15 Drink 2016-2022 
Dark crimson. Heady, savoury nose. Lots of polish here but a strange oak note too that gets in 
the way of the fruit. Oak tannin overlay? Rather painful to taste now.  
 
Dom de la Mavette, Cuvée Boisée 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2016-2023 
Dark crimson. Juicy and lively. Sinewy. Positively muscular. Some Syrah here surely?? 
Maybe a tad too skinny?  
 
Gabriel Meffre, Ste-Catherine 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2016-2024 
Dark crimson. Purple fruit aromas and then quite a bit of freshness on the palate. Wait awhile 
for this. There’s quite a tannic charge!  
 
Gabriel Meffre, Laurus 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2016-2023 
Dark crimson. Round and sleek. Well contained but rather modest in its ambitions. Solid but 
too tense to express Gigondas to the full.  
 
Montirius, Terre des Aînés 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2015-2022 
Purple. Very savoury nose. Very sweet palate entry and then rather dry tannins. Lots of 
acidity. Just a tad awkward.  
 
Montirius, Confidentiel 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2015-2023 
Sweet and tense and tight. Strawberry notes and some sourness. Though the tannins are well 
managed.  
 
Ch de Montmirail, Beauchamp 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2015-2023 
Blackish crimson. Lots of liquorice on the nose. Tastes much lighter than it looks. Sweet and 
herbal with fully submerged fine tannins. Very fresh. Just a bit inky on the finish.  
 
Ch de Montmirail, La Combe Sauvage 2011 Gigondas 16 Drink 2014-2020 
Bright red! Rich and sweet and easy. Again. Not obviously superior.  
 

Date tasted 06 Dec 2012

Producer Montirius

Appellation Vacqueyras

Vintage 2011

Region Southern Rhône

Country France

Score 14.5

Colour Red

Alcohol

When to drink 2015 to 2018

Published 27 Feb 2013

Reviewer JR

Montirius, Garrigues 2011 Vacqueyras
27 Feb 2013 by JR
Black. Intense nose with a rather strange note. Very hard, fruitless
finish. A shame since there was once some great fruit but it’s
remarkably astringent now.
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Date tasted 06 Dec 2012

Producer Montirius

Appellation Vacqueyras

Vintage 2011

Region Southern Rhône

Country France

Score 16.5

Colour Red

Alcohol

When to drink 2015 to 2021

Published 27 Feb 2013

Reviewer JR

Montirius, Le Clos 2011 Vacqueyras
27 Feb 2013 by JR
Black! Liquorice nose. Then supple Syrah sort of glossiness.
Dramatic wine that is quite rewarding. Neat.
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